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A millennium before the Thracians, the earliest recorded settlers of these parts, this 
coast had been inhabited by a population whose original culture reached its summit in the IV 
millennium B.C. The chalcolithic necropolis excavated near Varna not long ago testifies to 
that culture. The rich finds of gold and copper found during the excavations show that the 
oldest civilization in Europe and one of the oldest civilizations in the world existed on the 
lands of today's district of Varna. 

It is hard to say how far back the existence of the Thracian Odessos can be traced. 
However, colonists from the town of Miletus in Asia Minor found there in the 6th century 
B.C. a settlement of that name which would remain in history and be plotted on nautical and 

historical maps. 

Odessos went through periods of prosperity and decline. In Roman times it rivalled in 
glory and power the nearby Marcianopolis (the present town of Devnya). The Gothic inva- 
sion devasted both towns. Marcianopolis ceased to exist while on the ruins of Odessos the 
Slavs built a new settlement. It was they that renamed the town Varna. 

Varna was not included in the boundaries of the new Bulgarian state when it was 
founded in 681. Varna is thought to have joined the Bulgarian state later, at the end of the 
8th century, when its fortress became a stronghold of the Bulgarian national spirit. 

During the period of the Second Bulgarian Kingdom Varna was the main port of 
Bulgaria; Ovech (now Provadiya) and Petrich-Kale (the present railway station of 
Razdelna) were among the strongest fortresses of the Bulgarian state. 

Varna fell under Ottoman yoke in 1391. A faint hope flickered in the breasts of the 
citizens of Varna in 1444 when an army of Polish and Hungarian knights and of Czechs and 
Wallachians, led by the Polish- Hungarian king Vladislav III, to be called Varnenchik, and 
by the Transylvanian voivode Janos Hunyadi, arrived at the town walls. Presumably, 
Bulgarians too entered the last fray of that war under the leadership of Frouzhin, Tsar 
Shishman's son. 

Then there followed long centuries of oppression and struggles for freedom. 

Both Varna and Ovechgrad, the other bulwark of the Bulgarian national spirit, took 
part in the struggles for national revival. Several citizens of Varna were prominent in the 
Turnovo Uprising of 1598. 

The troops of the great Russian military commander Suvorov raised the hopes of 
liberty in 1774 by routing the Ottomans in the battle of Kozloudzha, a village near Varna. 

Russian troops came to the district of Varna for the second time in 1828. After a three 
month-long siege, Varna opened the gates of its fortress and handed the key to the Russian 
emperor. At a time when the rest of Bulgaria was still living under Ottoman yoke the town 
of Varna remained free for almost two years. 

The Russian troops withdrew but the hope remained. Six decades later the bayonets of 
the Russian soldiers would flash again in those parts. On July 27, 1878 the people of Varna 
treated their Russian brothers liberators to the traditional Bulgarian welcome of bread and 
salt. 

Then came the age of capitalism and Bulgaria lived under the oppression of exploita- 
tion. The working people of the region of Varna, the young working class and poor peasan- 
try waged a new struggle. A socialist circle was founded in Varna at the end of the 1 9th cen- 
tury. The first locals of the Bulgarian Agrarian Party were founded by the peasants in their 
struggle against capitalist plunder. 



The organization of the communists from the district of Varna, created only two years 
after the Bouzloudzha Founding Congress of 1891 , was active in the party struggle. Battle- 
hardened revolutionaries worked in that organization: the founder of the Party Dimiter 
Blagoev, and his followers Georgi Dimitrov, Vassil Kolarov, Hristo Kabakchiev, Anton 
Ivanov, Petko Napetov, Dimiter Popov, Dimiter Kondov. The Varna Party Organization 
won itself a worthy name in the history of the Bulgarian revolutionary communist move- 
ment. Through land and sea channels it maintained the contacts of the Central Committee 
of the Bulgarian Communist Party with the Party of Lenin. Georgi Dimitrov and Vassil 
Kolarov used that channel to go to Odessa and take part in the Second Congress of the 
Communist International in 1920* 

It was in Varna that Georgi Bakalov, one of the pioneers of socialism in Bulgaria, 
translated and published the first articles of Vladimir Ilyich Lenin. While exiled in Munich, 
Lenin lived with the passport of Yordan K.Yordanov, doctor of law and citizen of Varna, 
from the spring of 1901 to April 12, 1902. 

The Black Sea became a route of friendship between Bulgaria and revolutionary 
Russia. The Bulgarian Ivan Zagoubanski set out from the port of Varna for Odessa carrying 
Lenin's newspaper Tskra' (The Spark). Russia, eager for Lenin's communist ideas, gave him 
a hearty welcome. 

October 1917. The working people of the district of Varna welcomed the news about 
the victories of the Russian workers and peasants. The crew of the cruiser Nadezhda (Hope) 
mutinied in the port of Sevastopol, thus showing the adherence of the Bulgarian sailors to 
the ideas of the Russian revolution. 

In 1919 Varna's working class gained a great victory in winning the municipal elec- 
tions. The star of the Varna Commune flashed across the sky. Though the police snuffed out 
this torch of popular government it has remained in the history of the town as a torch 
enkindled by the fires of the October Revolution. 

During the years of military intervention, when the counter-revolution and famine were 
trying to stifle revolutionary Russia, the links between the Russian and Bulgarian workers 
and peasants were again marked by love, fraternity and co-operation. The peasants from the 
villages in the district of Varna used to send the very last grains from their poverty-swept 
barns to the famine-stricken population of the Volga region. 

The valour of the revolutionary peasants from the villages of Avren, Beloslav and 
Voditsa in the June and September Anti-fascist Uprisings pf 1923 will be for ever cherished 
in the memory of the coming generations. 

The struggles of the communists and working people of the district of Varna acquired 
new vigour during the great duel with fascism in the years of World War II. Sabotage 
groups set fire to the ammunition dumps and storehouses of Hitler's army; they also blew up 
a number of trains. The Vassil Levski partisan detachment performed feats of valour. 

September 8, 1944. The gates of the Varna prison, locking in devoted sons and 
daughters of the Bulgarian people, were forced open. 

The first day of liberty! The working people of Varna welcomed the partisans, the 
political prisoners and the soldiers of the Soviet Army with songs and flowers. 

The district of Varna, nestling among the foothills of the old Balkan Range and 
spreading out its fruitful fields to the Dobroudzha plain, was free to enjoy the warm waft of 
the Black Sea. 



The years of socialist construction were so impetuous that even the greatest imagina- 
tion can hardly realize the progress made by that significant part of renovated Bulgaria. 

Suffice it to mention a single eloquent fact. Now the district's annual industrial output 
is thrice that of the whole of capitalist Bulgaria. 

The district of Varna produces 85% of the ships built in the country, all calcinated 
soda, internal- combustion engines and manometers, 90% of the electric appliances and 15% 
of the electricity. 

A lot of figures could be brought into comparison, but they would represent only the 
mathematical aspect of our life. The things that matter should be seen, swept with a glance 
and felt with the heart. 

The Varna-Devnya navigable canal begins from where the cranes of the Georgi 
Dimitrov Ship-Building Combine and the arches of the magnificent Asparouh Bridge 
dominate the landscape. Ships under different flags go up the canal as far as the big plants of 
the Devnya Chemical Complex. Two of the plants there rank among the largest facilities in 
the world for the production of calcinated soda and fertilizers. 

The canal is flanked by new wharves and housing estates, plants, electric power 
stations and highways. 

The Varna- Ilyichovsk ferry complex, the biggest facility of its kind, runs the longest 
ferry line in the world and is the result and pride of Bulgarian-Soviet friendship. 

About 60% of the country's imports and exports pass through the ports of Varna and 
are carried by the ships of the Bulgarian merchant fleet. A tiny part of the Varna seamen's 
and dockers' labours is thus built into all the big construction projects throughout Bulgaria. 

A lot of plants and factories have been built in Varna and in the other towns of the dis- 
trict, centres of the new town systems, such as Provadja, Devnya, Dulgopol, Georgi 
Traykov and Vulchi Dol. They produce machines, electronics, cement, plastics, building 
materials, high-quality plywood, textiles, and ready-made clothes. Varna-made goods are 
sold in over forty countries of the world. 

Varna's modern industry combines with an intensive agriculture which ranks among 
the country's top producers of wheat and grapes. Thousands of ultra modern agricultural 
machines till the land of the district. It lavishly requites the labour of the agricultural workers 
by yielding a rich crop. ' 

The asphalt-paved highways of the district offer a panorama of the boundless fields of 
nine agro-industrial complexes with lush large-eared wheat, man-high maize, sunflowers 
looking upwards at the cropdusters of the agricultural aviation, orchards and vineyards 
laden with golden peaches, apples, pears and amber-like grapes. 

This is not the only pride of the people of Varna! New houses and public buildings may 
be seen everywhere in the villages. Each village of the district is supplied with electricity and 
water, with schools, reading clubs, consulting rooms and dental surgeries, and a variety of 
shops. Village houses do not differ from the ones in the city in their appointment. Radio and 
television sets, washing machines and refrigerators are not the only evidence of the high 
standard of life. Agricultural workers are highly paid and the aged are socially insured with 
pensions. Illiteracy is a long forgotten thing; secondary and higher education are free of 
charge in the People's Republic of Bulgaria. Education is a matter of dignity for the young 
people rather than a matter of means. 

Our idea of today's district of Varna is inseparable from the Drouzhba and Zlatni 



Pyassatsi resorts, renowned beyond the frontiers of Bulgaria. The harmony between nature, 
architecture and the favourable climatic conditions attracts hundreds of thousands of 
Bulgarian and foreign tourists to the Varna seaside every year. 

The spacious beaches with pure golden sand, the clear and accessible sea, the fresh 
forests, the numerous hotels (over one hundred) and the many restaurants, night clubs, 
music halls, recreation halls, swimming pools and mineral springs are the calling card of the 
Varna resorts. 

Congress tourism has a solid base of great repute: the Palace of Culture and Sports, 
the International Hotel, the Varna Grand Hotel, the Cherno More Hotel, the Joliot Curie 
Inernational Home of Scientists which gather thousands of scientists, cultural and sporting 
figures from all four quarters of the globe. 

Amidst all these assets Varna sparkles with its ancient 2600 years long history and its 
even more wonderful future as the greatest pearl on this necklace of wonders. The foreign 
visitor should pass along its quiet streets bathed in sunlight to get acquainted with the life of 
its happy citizens and see their new homes and housing estates. He should visit the gardens 
and parks and walk past the playgrounds; he should enter the schools and get to know the 
children of the town - its present and future hopes. 

Two-thirds of Varna's 300,000 - strong population (the third largest town in Bulgaria) 
live in new houses. 

Varna is a major scientific and cultural centre of Bulgaria. Eleven thousand Bulgarian 

and foreign students study in its four institutes of higher education, while five research in- 
stitutes are involved in solving significant problems of science and practice. The Institute of 
Naval Hydrodynamics is part of UNESCO-sponsored projects. 

The cultural holidays in Varna are numerous and varied. Varna hosts many cultural 
events, among them the International Choir Festival, the International Ballet Competition, 
the International Festival of Red Cross and Health Films, the International Varna Summer 
Music Festival, the Golden Dolphin Festival of Bulgarian Puppet Theatre Plays and the 
Festival of Bulgarian Feature Films. The World Cartoon Film Festival was held for the first 
time in Varna in 1979. 

Among the highlights of many of these events are performances by the Varna Drama 
Theatre, the Opera and the Puppet Theatre, the Philharmonic Orchestra and leading choir 
ensembles. The thousands of amateur artists and performers from Varna district who have 
been awarded numerous prizes at world festivals carry on the traditions of the original 
Bulgarian folk art. 

The district of Varna - 1300-year-old Bulgarian land bathed in the warm sunlight of 
socialist Bulgaria. 
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The millennial history of the region of Varna keeps its secrets buried in the earth. The relics of the past are 

sometimes unearthed only by mere chance. 

The Varna museums preserve valuable treasures from different periods which show the vestiges of past prosperity 

and destruction. 

The excavations in the chalcolithic necropolis near Varna (4th millennium B.C.) yielded 2000 gold objects of 

weight totalling 6 kg; a lot of copper, flint and stone tools; various ornaments, religious objects and earthenware 

which all testify to the high spiritual and material culture of the people who inhabited these parts 6000 years ago. 
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The ruins of the ancient 
towns of Odessos and 
Marcianopolis lie under 
the foundations of the pre- 
sent towns of Varna and 
Devnya. Among these 
ruins are the magnificent 
Roman therms - public 
baths, which are in the 
centre of Varna. There are 
a lot of statuaries by skilful 
sculptors and interesting 
inscriptions on marble. 
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Time seems to have come 
to a standstill, petrified in 
that piece of marble found 
among the ruins of Mar- 
cianopolis. 




This bracelet, a master- 
piece of a Byzantine jewel- 
ler's, art (5th-6th c. A.D.) 
is in the collection of the 
Archaeological Museum. 
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The monument to the Rus- 
sian Soldier-Liberator, put 
up in the yard of the 
Museum of the National 
Revival at the place where 
in 1878 the liberators were 
given a hearty welcome of 
bread and salt. 




The Vladislav Varnenchik Museum is situated in the western part of Varna; it was erected by the grateful citizens of 
Varna in honour of the allied army of Poles, Hungarians, Czechs, Wallachians and Bulgarians who died in the 
struggle against the Ottoman oppressors in 1444. Their commander, the Polish-Hungarian king Vladislav III 
Yagelo himself died a hero's death behind the walls of the Varna fortress. 
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A Bulgarian school had 
been founded in Varna as 
early as 1862, during the 
time of Ottoman rule. 
Today it houses a Museum 
of the National Revival. 




The torpedo boat Druzki 
(Indomitable) is one of the 
unique exhibits of the 
Naval Museum. The pic- 
ture depicts the Bulgarian 
torpedo boat at the very 
time when it was sinking 
the Turkish cruiser Hami- 
dije on November 22, 
1912 (The First Balkan 
War). 
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The Pantheon. 
Thousands of men and 
women died in the struggle 
against fascism. They left 
behind orphans, mothers 
in deep mourning and 
lonely brides. 
Today newly-weds come 
here to pay homage to the 
memory of the illustrious 
dead of the nation, many 
of whom did not live to 
see their nuptial day. 
Every day young people 
mount guard at that place! 




Park -monument of Bul- 
garian-Soviet Friendship. 
An eternal fire burns at 
that monument. It is part 
of the fire and love which 
every Bulgarian carries 
deep in his heart for the 
soldiers of Russia and the 
Soviet Union, who brought 
the long-awaited liberty - 
three times to the town and 
twice to Bulgaria. 



37 





1964, Varna welcomes Leonid Ilyich Brezhnev,, the true friend of socialist Bulgaria. 
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The Alley of Cosmonauts. 
Yuri Gagarin was the first 
cosmonaut. Shortly after 
his return to Earth he 
visited Varna. The people of 
Varna will always remem- 
ber his warm smile and his 
serene and luminous eyes. 
That's right! I saw Var- 
na!' he told them. 'While 
flying over Bulgaria I 
noticed your beautiful 
town through the porthole. 
I felt the presence of Varna 
and the strange thing is 
that your Golden Sands 
were glistening all the way 
up to the stars!' 
Seventeen Soviet cosmo- 
nauts have been given the 
freedom of the town of 
Varna. There are seven- 
teen pine trees in their 
alley! 
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Varna Airport, one of the 
busiest terminals in 
Europe/ Every day air- 
planes bound for all four 
quarters of the globe take 
off from its concrete run- 
ways. 
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The 9th of September 
square. The municipality 
building is behind the foun- 
tains. 




Varna boasts the most 
modern thouroughfares 
and traffic facilities in 
Bulgaria. The bus-ways 
and fly-overs harmonize 
with the modern urban 
architecture. 
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The Cherno More de luxe 
hotel is an asset to the 
architecture of Varna. 
Town visitors favour it 
for its beautiful day-time 
and nightclubs, cafes, 
restaurants, and conven- 
tion halls. 
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The Marine Garden is the 
favourite place for walk 
and rest of the people of 
Varna and its numerous 
guests. 
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Eleven thousand students 
(in 48 specialities) study in 
the four institutes of higher 
education, the three in- 
stitutes of college educa- 
tion and in the Teachers' 
Qualification Centre, stat- 
fed by a total of 1035 lec- 
turers, 28 professors and 
135 assistant professors. 
Varna is the second largest 
university town in the 
country. 
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The fitness-conscious young people of the district of Varna have at their disposal 1215 stadiums, play grounds, 
courts, halls and swimming pools. Achievements in many sports are on a world level. Olympic medalists Petko 
Sirakov, Stoyan Apostolov, Georgi Todorov, Kapka Panayotova, Reni Yordanova and Iliya Kirchev are all from 
Varna district. 
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\.. The sea has always been a frontier of Bulgaria during the thirteen centuries of the country's existence. Even while 
foreign oppressors and corrupt rulers deprived the nation of the opportunity of developing its own fleet, the sea 
remained for the Bulgarian people a waterway leading to the open spaces of our planet; a road to winning recogni- 
tion, a road to peaceful contacts with other peoples. 
Allow me, dear Comrade Georgiev, to consider your round-the-world voyage as a heroic deed in the name of 

Bulgaria's eternal aspiration after the sea...' 

TODOR ZHIVKOV 

President of the State Council of the People's Republic of Bulgaria 



Yachting, a favourite sport 
with the people of Varna, 
brought world fame to 
globe-trotting Captain 
Georgi Georgiev and his 
yacht, the Cor Caroli. For 
his courage he was award- 
ed the supreme distinc- 
tion, Hero of the People's 
Republic of Bulgaria. 
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The International Ballet 
Competition, meeting 
point of young dancers, is 
one of the most popular 
cultural events hosted by 
Varna. 




The Varna cultural holidays begin on the quiet cool summer evenings when the air of Varna has a scent of blooming 

flowers. 

Terpsichore comes to Varna in the month of June and is the patroness of her Graces who display their noble art at 

the International Ballet Festival. 

Every year the International Varna Summer Music Festival gathers the masters of opera and symphony on the 

stages of the town and the neighbouring resorts. 

The International Festival of Red Cross and Health Films is among the top ten world film festivals. 

Varna is also host to the Bulgarian National Film Festival. 

During the summer months singers and dancers from the whole country show the visitors of Varna the never-fading 

wealth of Bulgarian folk art. 
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The performances of the 
Drama Theatre and the 
Opera, the concerts of the 
Symphony Orchestra, the 
Morski Zvoutsi (Sounds 
of the Sea) Choir, and the 
hundreds of amateur-art 
ensembles - winners of 
many international prizes 
and distinctions - are the 
pillars of the Varna inter- 
national festivals. 
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The museums are the treasure store of the century-old history of these parts. Unique gold finds dating back to the 
IV millennium B.C. and thousands of exhibits from different epochs are kept in the museums. They illustrate the 
high material culture of that part of Bulgaria, which has come down to us through marble and metal objects. 
The archaeological museum has the richest collections in the country. The town offers its visitors a number of other 
interesting museums: the Vladislav Varnenchik Museum of Comradeship-in-arms, the ruins of the Roman Therms, 
the Aladzha Monastery, the Museum of Revolutionary Movement, the Museum of the National Revival, the Naval 
Museum, the Museum of Mediaeval Icon-Painting in the St. Atanas Church, the Architectural Reserve near the 
village of Asparouhovo, etc. 

The Aquarium, the Museum of Natural Science, the Pobiti Kamuni (petrified forest) reserve, the miraculous spring 
near the town of Devnya and the beautiful mouth of the Kamchiya river are really worth seeing. 
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The Aquarium in the cen- 
tral part of the Marine 
Garden is visited by thou- 
sands of Bulgarian and 
foreign guests. 
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Inexhaustible sources of limestone, rich salt mines and water sources, convenient means of transportation by sea and 
by land - these are the main factors which have made Devnya the centre of inorganic chemical industry of 
socialist Bulgaria. 

The Devnya chemical giant is the precious product of Bulgarian-Soviet friendship and socialist economic integra- 
tion. 

The Karl Marx Soda Plant, the new Soda Plant, the Chlorine-and-PVC Plant, the Plant for Mineral Fertilizers, the 
Plant for the Production of Salt and Brine, the Plant for Chemical Machine-Building, the Cement Mill, the Sugar 
Refinery, the Therm o-Electric Power Station and the port for cargo ships make up the industrial landscape of 
Devnya. 
The chemical formula of Devnya still contains some free valences which will be used in the future. 
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The district of Varna is the seat of several research institutes: the Institute of Shipbuilding, the Institute of Naval 
Hydrodynamics, the Institute of Water Transport, the Institute of Oceanography and Fishing and the Institute of 
Chemical Machine-building in Devnya the only ones of their kind in the country. 
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The district of Varna is the 
shipyard of Bulgaria. 
Bulgarian ships rival those 
built in the most modern 
docks in the world. 
The main base "iof Bulga- 
rian shipbuilding is the 
Georgi Dimitrov Shipbuild- 
ing Combine in Varna 
which builds thousands- 
ton vessels not only for the 
needs of the Bulgarian 
marine but also for many 
countries with highly -de- 
veloped navigation and 
shipbuilding. 
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Varna is the largest sea 
port of Bulgaria. 
And yet, where are we to 
look for the roots of 
Bulgarian shipping? Is it 
the first sailing boats 
which remained here after 
the Liberation from Ot- 
toman yoke or the small 
coastal and fishing vessels, 
relics of the past and of the 
age of capitalism? 
The answer to that ques- 
tion is in the first day of 
socialist Bulgaria. World 
statistics show that Bul- 
garia is the most rapidly 
developing shipping nation 
in the world. In the period 
from 1960 to 1968, the 
world shipping tonnage 
increased 1 ,5 times where- 
as for the same period 
the tonnage of the Bulga- 
rian marine increased 13.8 

times. 

A million and a half of 
deadweight tonnage star- 
ting from scratch. 
Millions of miles along the 
blue waterways of the 
world ocean logged by the 
Varna seamen. 
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The Varna-Ilyichovsk 
ferry is the largest facility 
of its kind in the world. 
The people of Varna have 
called it a 'LIFE-WAY'. 
This commercial service 
runs every : day and the 
district of Varna and the 
region of Odessa are alter- 
nately the initial and termi- 
nal points of the 
'LIFE-WAY' 
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Within two decades socialist Bulgaria has made European tourists steer their wheels to the Bulgarian Black Sea; the 

air companies all over the world lay down the lines of new air-routes; and the well-known tourist agencies include 

Bulgaria and the Varna 'Riviere 5 among their traditional itineraries. 

The Zlatni Pyassutsi and Dro ;zhba resorts have won recognition in world tourism. 

Every year the resorts of Varna are visited by over 1,000,000 foreign tourists. 
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The ancient town of Var- 
na, with its 2600-year 
history, mirrors itself in the 
blue waters of the sea. In 
1853, at the beginning of 
the Crimean War, the 
town was visited by the 
English writer Charles 
Dickens, war correspon- 
dent at the time. He wrote 
the following: The climate 
of Varna is not suitable for 
war. It is suited for rest... 
What a beautiful town!' 
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